5 MILE
CIRCULAR WALK

Boughton-under-Blean
THE WHITE
HORSE inn

Explore the beautiful
countryside surrounding
Boughton-under-Blean,
home to The White Horse Inn.
You’ll ramble through fruit orchards
and enjoy fine views across the rich
countryside which runs down to the
Swale estuary. You’ll walk through the fine
English estate of Mount Ephraim as well
as exploring Blean Woods, the largest
ancient royal woodland in England.
A walk for all seasons, spring will see
orchards brimming with blossom and

INformation
This is a moderate walk.
At its lowest point you
will be 66ft above sea
level and at its highest
point you will be 331ft
above sea level. In total
you will ascend 446ft.

A variety of tarmac
and gravel tracks,
agricultural fields
and woodland paths.
Walking boots are
recommended.

Elevation

Paths

early summer will see the woodlands alive
with bluebells and rhododendrons. In late
summer you’ll be able to see the orchards
bursting with fruits and in autumn the
woods will come alive as the leaves turn
golden and the days turn crisp.

We want to hear
from you!
Share pictures of your walking
experiences online using
#ShepsWalks
Find out more at:
www.shepherdneame.co.uk/walks

Distance & Time
5 miles.
Allow 2 hours.

Note
Please note that dogs must be
kept under control at all times
and gates should be left how

The White Horse Inn,
Boughton-under-Blean
This walk starts and finishes
at The White Horse Inn. Dating
back to the 15th century, this
historic inn is a unique place
to dine, drink and stay.
www.whitehorsecanterbury.co.uk

you found them. The public
footpaths should remain
as published here and
are generally marked by
small circular markers or
signposts. Please take care
of passing traffic when walking
on country lanes as well as on
all footpaths for trip and slip
hazards. Please be aware
that the landscape is
farmed and is subject to
change from time to time.
There are no stiles along
this route.
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The bridleway opens up to an area where woodcutting has been taking place. Here, ignore a track off to
the right but follow the bridleway as it bears round to the left and continues on a well-defined trackway
through woodland. After a short distance the bridleway takes you alongside the edge of woodland, with
a fence to your right and farmland beyond. As you walk along this bridleway, you’ll be able to see views across
the marshes to the Swale estuary. After approximately 500 metres of walking along the edge of the woodland
look for a bridleway path to your right, with a fence to either side heading downhill away from the woodland.
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Ordnance Survey – Explorer
149 – Sittingbourne and
Faversham (Isle of Sheppey)
1:25000 Scale.

Continue to follow the bridleway uphill through the ancient woodland of Blean Woods for
approximately 500 metres as it bears around to the right. Intrepid explorers can delve into the
woodland on the left, before the track bears right, and look for Dawes Folly. It is a 19th century
tower built by the owners of Mount Ephraim to allow them to view their ships in the Swale Estuary.
It’s difficult to find, and is in a derelict state, but you may be able to see it peeping through the trees,
particularly in the winter.
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When you reach Crockham Road, keep right and continue walking downhill, along the road in the same
direction you were following for approximately 500 metres until you reach a T-junction.
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Here, turn left and follow the road as it turns sharply right. After a short distance, look to your left for
some steps heading up through the hedge into an orchard. Go up the steps and through the metal
gate into the orchard. Walk along the edge of the orchard keeping a row of trees to your right. Go
through a metal gate and continue walking in the same direction following the tree line and keeping
an orchard to your left, until you reach another metal gate. Go through this gate and continue to follow the
footpath as it bears to the right, passes a playing field on your right and comes to a road.
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From the front of the pub, turn left and walk approximately ½ mile or 800 metres along the pavement of
The Street until you reach the small trackway of Bounds Lane on your left. The trackway is marked with a
footpath marker signpost.

Turn left and follow the gravelled trackway of Bounds Lane as it passes a concrete
block derelict building on your left and continues onwards passing through orchards
and farmland. The track goes downhill and bears round to the right and passes
a large house (Bounds House) and an oast house (Bounds Oast) on your right as
you climb uphill. Continue to follow the gravelled driveway between tall hedges until you
emerge onto Staplestreet Road.

Turn left and walk past a row of houses on your left called ‘Swale View’. Continue
following the pavement along this road as it takes you into the village of Hernhill. As
you continue along this road, you’ll pass the Red Lion pub, a small village green and
St Michael’s church on your left. Continue walking along this road (Church Hill) as it takes you
downhill and out of the village.
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Turn right and follow the road for approximately 300 metres until you reach a turning on your
left (Dawes Road). Stay on Dawes Road for just over ½ mile or approximately 1km as it leads
you through the outskirts of Dunkirk village, then begins to climb uphill. To your right you’ll have
woodland, and, on your left, you’ll have farmed parkland and views will begin to open up across the
Swale Marshes and onto the Swale Estuary across to the Isle of Sheppey.
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As the road levels out and bears round to the right, you’ll find an entrance driveway on your left.
You’ll see a footpath signpost here, pointing to a footpath to the right and left. Turn left and
follow the gravel/tarmac driveway for approximately ½ mile or 800 metres, ignoring an entrance
to Holly Hill Farm on your right. The driveway takes you through farmland and passes Keepers
Cottage on your left, before leading you along a bridleway into woodland.

After approximately 300 metres past the church down the hill, you’ll see an entrance driveway
on your left. Turn left and walk along the tarmac/gravel driveway, passing The Lodge cottage and into
the grounds of Mount Ephraim. Continue walking along the gravel driveway for approximately 500
metres as it passes through the estate and the fruit farm of Mount Ephraim. The driveway eventually passes
through the red brick main entrance gateway of Mount Ephraim and brings you to Staplestreet Road.
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Here, turn right and walk along Staplehurst Road for approximately 400 metres until you reach the
Three Horseshoes pub on your left. Turn left just past the pub and follow the signposted footpath
to Boughton. The path bears round to the right, then turns left and heads downhill to a footbridge
passing over a small stream. Continue to follow the path, enclosed by fences to both sides as it gently
heads uphill with orchards to both sides. The footpath emerges onto a tarmac driveway, with a playing field
and village hall ahead of you.
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Continue to follow the driveway towards the village hall car park. When you reach the car park, keep to
the left-hand side passing an entrance to Boughton-under-Blean primary school on your left. Straight
ahead you’ll see a footpath running down the side of the school. Follow this pathway as it brings you
out to the front of the school and into School Lane. Continue walking along School Lane until you
reach The Street. Here, turn right and follow the pavement for approximately 200 metres until you
return to The White Horse Inn on your right.

