5 MILE
CIRCULAR WALK

Birchington
The Minnis Bay
Bar and
Brasserie

Rather than taking
a simple stroll along
the seafront, why not
explore the beautiful
countryside surrounding
Minnis Bay, with this
easy to follow circular
5-mile walk?
Thanet’s fine fertile sandy soil allows you
to appreciate why Kent is known as the
Garden of England. You’ll pass through
numerous varieties of crops whilst
walking through peaceful countryside
and marshland brimming with wildlife.

We want to hear
from you!
Share pictures of your walking
experiences online using
#ShepsWalks
Find out more at:
www.shepherdneame.co.uk/walks

INformation

The Minnis Bay Bar
and Brasserie

Distance & Time

This is an easy walk. At
its lowest point you will
be 5ft above sea level
and at its highest point
you will be 51ft above
sea level. In total you
will ascend 155ft.

A variety of tarmac
and concrete
roadways, mud, grass
and stony tracks and
some agricultural
fields. Walking boots
are recommended.

Elevation

Paths

5 miles.
Allow 1 ¾ hours.

This walk starts and
finishes at The Minnis Bay
Bar and Brasserie.
It is a unique venue
boasting panoramic
views overlooking one of
Kent’s finest beaches.

Note
Please note that dogs must be
kept under control at all times
and gates should be left how you
found them. The public footpaths
should remain as published
here and are generally marked
by small circular markers or

www.theminnis.co.uk

signposts. Please take care of
passing traffic when walking
on country lanes as well as
on all footpaths for trip and
slip hazards. Please be aware that
the landscape is farmed and
is subject to change from
time to time. There are 4
stiles along this route.

The Minnis Bay BAR AND
BRASSERIE
Birchington
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You’ll come to the end of the driveway, passing between a set of large wooden gates
where you’ll find a wooden footpath sign post. Turn immediately right, following the
footpath marker to St Nicholas at Wade. You’ll pass in front of Great Brooksend Farm
House, then onwards passing a beech hedge on your right, before crossing a wooden
bridge, over Brooksend Stream. Climb the stile and continue along the well-defined
footpath through trees to the next stile. Climb the stile and emerge into open arable fields.
Here continue walking in the same direction as you have been, walking through arable
fields (to your left and right) following a bridleway track for approximately 400 metres.
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Ordnance Survey –
Explorer 150 – Canterbury
& The Isle of Thanet –
1:25000 Scale.
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When you reach the crossroad of tracks, continue walking in the same direction as you have been,
following a well-defined stony track. Along this track you’ll pass several properties on your right (marked
Upper Hale Court on the map). Continue following the well-defined vehicular track way for a short
distance as it passes through trees ahead of you.

You’ll come to a crossroads of tracks. On your left you’ll see horse paddocks, and on your right you’ll
see the farmhouse of Nether Hale Farm. In front of the house you’ll see a public bridleway signpost
heading in the same direction that you’ve been walking. Continue to follow the bridleway, keeping the
front of the house on your right and farm buildings on your left. Just after you pass a duck/chicken pen
on your right, continue to follow the bridleway as it heads through a gap in the hedge and follows the edge of
a field, keeping the hedgerow on your right. Follow the well-defined path along the edge of the field as it bears
slightly to the right, then passes through another gap in the hedge and out into the next field.

6

3
4

Continue following the well-defined bridleway along the edge of the field, sticking to the trackway
and continuing to head in the same direction as you have been, ignoring tracks as they appear
on your right and left near a wooded area of land. Continue following the wide stony bridleway
track, in the same direction now with a hedge on your left following the general direction of a row of
overhead telegraph wires for approximately 500 metres until you reach a set of
large metal gates. Go through the gap to the side of the gates.
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From the front of The Minnis Bay Bar and Brasserie, turn left and walk across the grassed area, adjacent
to the beach until you reach the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee beacon brazier. Continue forward in the same
direction, passing a shelter on your right and walking along a tarmac path, keeping the sea on your right.

After a short distance you’ll see a footpath signpost on your left. Follow this well-defined footpath
on your left as it leads across an arable field. At the end of the field, you’ll come to a quiet
roadway. Cross directly over the road, passing a Southern Water facility on the left, and follow the
well-defined footpath track towards a railway footpath level crossing. Please pay attention to all
signage here and only cross the tracks when safe to do so. Trains will not sound a signal as they approach
this crossing. Climb the stile and cross the railway line, then climb the next stile directly opposite. Follow
the wide, mud/stone vehicular trackway for approximately 1 mile or 1 ½ kilometers as it passes through a
number of arable fields and bears slightly to the left.
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When you reach the large farm buildings of Great Brooksend Farm (as
marked on the map) continue walking in the same direction as you have been,
heading directly through the farmyard. You’ll pass a property on your left
before bearing round to the left as the footpath turns into a concrete driveway.
Follow the driveway as it passes alongside a farmhouse.

Follow the tarmac path, passing the property and grounds of Shuart on
your right, heading downhill to a quiet country lane. Bear left and cross
the lane heading towards the footpath marker signpost on the far side of
the road. Turn right and follow footpath TE1, through the trees along a wide vehicular stony
track. You’ll pass a derelict concrete block building and barns on your right as you follow the track as it bears round
to the right, passing behind the property and grounds of Shuart. Continue following the wide track with hedges
to either side. After a short distance the track forks. Here take the right-hand track as it continues along a grassy
pathway between hedges, with open fields beyond. Stay on this track for approximately ½ mile or 900 metres as it
meanders through the open farmland and marshland, allowing you to admire views across to Reculver, Broomfield
and Herne on your left, before you eventually come to another railway footpath level crossing.
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Go through the wooden gate. Please pay attention to all signage here and only cross the track when
to do so. Trains will not sound a signal as they approach this crossing. Go immediately through
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the wooden gate on the opposite side of the crossing and follow the well-defined track uphill and onto
another stony trackway. Continue in the same direction as you’ve been walking along the stony track
passing horse paddocks and a barn on your right as you head towards the sea. The footpath leads you to some
steps where you can climb up onto the sea wall.
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Turn right and follow the coastal path for just over ½ mile or 1 kilometre all the
way back to The Minnis Bay Bar and Brasserie, keeping the sea to your left.

